Inquest after
liposuction
woman dies

Sue Hewilt
in Melbourne

A CORONIAL inguest
will be held into the
tragicdeath of a young
woman following a
liposuction procedure.

Lauren James, a
beautiful 26-year-old
Melbourne property
valueer, died on Monday,

She was treated &t a
cosmetic surgery centre
In suburbar Norih
Cauifield three days
earlier. It is undersiood
she gompiained of
hleeding and pain over
the weekend and that
her partner made many
calls to the centre’'s
medioal director.

Her family have
pledged to back o call for
toughey regulation of
the wvanily surgery In-
dustry if a ipk i3 found
between the Hposuction
and Ms James' death,

The tragedy Is believed
to be the first death re-
lated to liposuctlon in
Australia in more than
30 years.

Yesterday, Ms James'
grief-ssricken family
paid tribute to her self-
lessness and inner
heauty.

““She was extraordi-
narily beautiful, both in-
side and cuteide,” her
brother, Collie Jarnes Jt,
sald yesterday.

“Lauren cared more
for others than for her
self. if thers is a con-
nection found between
the treatment and her
death, it would be in
honour of her and her
! g}r‘eat capacity for love
‘ that we would want to
“ make sure this did not
happet to anyone else.”
Ms James had lipo-

suetion on both thighs
and her buttocks at the
Centre of Cosmetic and
Plastic Swurgery on Jan-
uary i% and was dis-
charged that day.

It is understood she
complained of bleeding
and pain over the week-
end and that her part-
ner, Simon Dal Zotto.
made nuwmerous calls to
the centre’s medical di-
rector, Dr Mervyn Cass.

It 18 belleved she saw
Dr Czss on Monday
morning and died about
SpoL

The tragedy has
sparked calls for regu-
lation of Anstralia’s van-
ity surgery industry.

General practitiorers

¥

TRAGIC: Lauren James died three days after surgery

eant perforn cosmetic
procedures without suk-
gical ¢uallfleations.

Ms James lived with
Mr Dal Zotto in her fam-
il¥'s Kew home.

The blonde-haired
heguty with hazel eyss
moved to Melbourne
from the US with her
airline pilot father and
her mother, a retired
teacher, in June, 1990,
three months adter her
10th birthday.

Mr James said whe fam-
ily was waiting for tbe
autopsy results to estab-
lish the cause of death.

Collie James Jr sald his
parents., Collle Sr and
Katherine James, were
too distraught at the
tragedy to comment.

"But we wouwld fully en-
dorse an Investigation
inta the dangers and
complications that can
arize from what is seen
as rouline cosmeatic sur-
gery," he said.

“ff it turns out that it
was the surgery that

Aationd T anran’e dzath

pourage people L0 ex-
plore all avehues of in-
formation about the
ricks and ixsues involved
in any surgical pro-
cedure. We are niot pre-
pared emotionally or
armed with {information
at present, but if we
knew something more,
we would be happy to
assist in any investi.
gation.”

Australian Medical As-
sociation natlonal head
Dr Mulkesh Hguikterwal
said there were “no
standards’ o cosmetic
SUTRery.

He saig doctors who
were not qualified sur-
geons could perform
cosmetic surgery.

The Australagiaon Coi-
iege of Cosmetic Surgery
was trying to Introduce
new rules to ensure that
cosmefic surgery was
carrigd: out by doctors
with post-gradudte
training, Dr Haikerwsl
said.

Dr Norm QOlbourne, a
spokegman for the Aust-
ralian Scciety of Plastic
Surgeons, said regu-
lation was needed.

He said doctors should
ke forged Lo reveal their
gualifications to
patients and have a
“gold standard” or sur-
gical qualiication.

Doctors performing
cosmetic surgery should
be members of the Pel-
Iowship of Royal Aust-
ralasian College of Sur-
geons and not rely on
“Nickey Mouse” gualifl-
cations.

He believed that there
had been several deaths
following Lposuction, in
Australia in the 1B80s,

Dr Tam Dieu, who per-
formed the liposuction

- pn Ms Jamoes, W8S a

quatified surgeen. Yes-
terday, he declined to
comment.

Dr Cass said the staff
at the centre were
“totally shattered”.

“Lauren was @
gorgeous girl” he said.

MThat hannenad i he-



